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a   large   number   of   charity   schools:   by   1704   there (i)Charity
were fifty such schools in London, and by 1750 there were
more than 2,000 in the country.     They accommodated
boys and girls between the ages of seven and twelve, who
were taught reading, writing and the catechism, and some
craft, such as the spinning of wool, which would fit them for
apprenticeship in industry. The teachers had to be members
of the Church of England and to be licensed by the bishop.
But by the middle of the century the number of charity
schools ceased to increase, and the schools began to decline.1
Sunday schools were started at Catterick as early as 1764,
but they were popularised by Robert Raikes, the editor of a
Gloucester newspaper, who set up his first school in Gloucester
in  1780.     Sunday schools soon sprang up  all over the
country, and in 1785 the Sunday School Union was established.
These schools gave instruction in reading and writing as
well as in religion.   Schools were founded in the Cheddar
district by Hannah More, who was assisted by Wilberforce.
Joseph Lancaster, a Quaker, set up a day school at South-
wark, where he gave non-sectarian teaching, and in 1808 he
founded the Lancastrian Society for the establishment of un» (|) The Lan,
denominational schools throughout the country.  This Society Society;
was the nucleus of the British and Foreign School Society,
which was founded in 1814.    Meanwhile Dr. Andrew Bell,
the Rector of Swanage, had begun schools connected with
the Church of England, and in 1811 the National Society (4) The
for the Promotion of Education in the principles of the society.
Established Church was founded.   This became a powerful
society, responsible for the erection of " national" schools;
its president was the Archbishop, and it had influential
supporters in both Universities.    In 1807 Samuel Whitbread,
a Nonconformist supporter of the movement for the abolition
of the slave-trade and of Parliamentary reform, introduced
a Bill for the establishment of national education by parochial
schools, supported by voluntary contributions.   This Bill
was defeated, but the cause of education was later cham-
1 See the summary of a thesis on "The Development of Charity
Schools, 1700-1800," by H. J, Larcombe in Bulletin of Inst. of Hist.
Research, vol. vi. (1938-9), p. 185.

